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“For I know the plans 
 I have for you,”  

declares the LORD,  
“plans to prosper you  
and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope 

and a future.” 
  

 — Jeremiah 29:11 



 

You Can Do It! 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

“What have you done today that nobody but a Christian would do?” a pastor asked his congregation 
one Sunday morning at the beginning of his sermon.  That’s a good question to ask as we begin this 
New Year.  Every day God puts in front of us opportunities to serve the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  The 
challenge for us is how we respond.  As Christians are we alert to the opportunities to be Christ-bearers 
in the things we say and do? 

I like the way Eugene Peterson in The Message translates 1 Thessalonians 5:15 – Look for the best 
in each other, and always do your best to bring it out.  If we look for the best in each other what a dif-
ference we can make.  God brings out the best in us when we encourage one another to do their best 
and to do what God has given each one the ability to do. 

A story is told about former college and pro football star Pat Haden (currently USC athletic director). 
When Pat played football for the Los Angeles Rams (1976-81), he was small by today’s standards – only 
5’10½”.  He was also light – only 173 pounds.  Still, he had a gift – and I am not referring to his ath-
letic ability.  The gift was a voice inside his head that said, “Pat, you can do it.”  “You can do it,” his two 
older brothers used to tell him when he was a little boy.  “You can do it, Pat,” they told him when he 
was stuck on a school project.  And they would encourage him to work harder.  “I ended up knowing 
that I could do anything I wanted to do,” Pat remembered years later.  And time after time Pat Haden 
beat the odds and proved the confidence of his older brothers to be correct.  “You can do it, Pat.” 

We could all use someone like those two older brothers standing behind us saying, “You can do it, 
Bill.”  The Christian walk is not easy.  There are always obstacles getting in our way like pride, resent-
ment, anger, worry, guilt, selfishness, busyness. When Jesus says, Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you… (Luke 6:27-28) he is 
encouraging us.  He is saying to each of us, “You can do it.”  

Jesus has given us the church to be the older brothers/sisters who encourage one another and say 
to one another, “You can do it.”  With Christ and the church telling us “You can do it,” then it is possible 
to do those things that nobody but a Christian would do. 

It is traditional to begin the New Year with a list of resolutions (keeping them beyond January 1 is 
questionable).  However, I like a list of resolutions prepared by the Rev. Walter Schoedel.  He calls 
them 7-UPS FOR THE NEW YEAR.  No, this has nothing to do with the soft drink.  These 7-UPS also 
fall under the heading of “YOU CAN DO IT IN 2012.” 

 

The first is WAKE UP – Begin the day with the Lord. It is God’s day. Rejoice in it. 

The second is DRESS UP – Put on a smile. It improves your looks. It says something about 
your attitude. 

The third is SHUT UP – Watch your tongue. Don’t gossip. Say nice things. Learn to listen. 

The fourth is STAND UP – Take a stand for what you believe. Resist evil. Do good. 

The fifth is LOOK UP – Open your eyes to the Lord. After all, he is your only Savior. 

The sixth is REACH UP – Spend time in prayer with your adorations, confessions, thanksgivings 
and supplications to the Lord. 

The seventh is LIFT UP – Be available to help those in need – serving, supporting, and sharing. 

 

Perhaps these 7-UPS FOR THE NEW YEAR are resolutions only Christians would make.  But even 
Christians will have difficulty keeping them if they don’t have the right kind of encouragement, the kind 
that comes from Christ and his church, the kind that says “You can do it.” 

Friends, YOU CAN DO IT – in 2012 and beyond! 



 

 

One of my all-time favorite books is Bridget Jones’s Diary.  Maybe you remember it, 
or remember commercials from when the movie came out back in 2001.  The story follows 

Bridget, a single 30-something living in London, through the course of one year in her efforts 
to lose weight, become less socially awkward, and find a boyfriend.  (I like this book so much I used 
it as the basis for a seminary scholarship application—but you can ask me about that some other 
time!) 

The book (and movie) opens with a list of Bridget’s New Year’s resolutions, the ones she’ll try to ful-
fill as she seeks to transform herself and her life over the year.  Here are just a few of them: 

 

“Stop smoking.” 

“Get up straight away when wake up in mornings.” 

“Go to gym three times a week not merely to buy sandwich.” 

“Will not waste money on: pasta makers, ice cream machines, or other 
culinary devices which will never use; books by unreadable literary 
authors to put impressively on shelves.” 

“Learn to program video.” 
 

As you might imagine, Bridget fails at most of these things before the end of January.  She’s like most of 
us, that way.  New Year’s resolutions aren’t magic.  They’re not going to change our lives all by themselves.  
And yet, I still believe in them.  Because we all need a new start once in a while.  We need something defini-
tive to tell us that the old has passed away and all things are made new.  And the starting over of a calendar 
can give us just that.  01-01-2012 may be just a number, but it’s a number with grace attached to it. 

Early January has long been a time not only to return to the gym and the organic foods aisle, but a time 
for Christians (and especially Wesleyans) to renew the covenant with God made at our baptism.   Perhaps 
you’ve experienced a Service of Covenant Renewal, which culminates in a prayer such as this one: 

“I am no longer my own, but thine.  Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.  Put me to 
doing, put me to suffering.  Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought 
low for thee.  Let me be full, let me be empty.  Let me have all things, let me have nothing.  I freely and 
heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.  And not, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine.  So be it.  And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be 
ratified in heaven.  Amen.” 

January is a time when we believe, for just a little while, maybe, that a better life is possible through the 
resolutions we make.  And yet the Covenant Prayer asks something different of us.  In the Covenant 
Prayer, we don’t pray for a better life.  We pray for a life that may include suffering, being laid aside, 
being brought low, emptiness, having nothing.  It may also include doing, being exalted, being full, 
having all things.  It may mean losing 20 pounds or gaining 20 pounds, developing inner poise or 
embracing our own social awkwardness, traveling somewhere exotic or staying home.  The point is 
that this new year, this starting over of time, this fresh page on the calendar, is a new chance to live 
our lives for God—whatever that may mean.  And this covenant which we renew on earth, may 
it be ratified in heaven. 

Thoughts from Allie 



 

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about all 
the ministries and other activities that you or 
your family may be interested in joining!!  We 
have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact the 
church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Why Be Christian? 
Sermon Series – January 8, 15, 22 

 

For many of us being Christian is a way of life.  We regularly attend church, participate in small groups, 
give money to missions to help others, pray for one another on a daily basis.  Some people ask: Can a person 
be spiritual and not religious? Why can’t some other religion do as well, or just my own personal faith in God?  
Do we need organized religion in order to be a people of faith?  These questions are relevant for understand-
ing how we live as Christians in the 21st century.  Invite your family and friends to join us on these Sundays 
in January as we explore what it means to be a Christian. 

Coffee with the 

Pastors 
 

Coffee with the Pastors 
will be held on Sunday, January 22, from 4:00 to 
5:30 pm in the church den.  If you are interested in 
becoming a member of Williamsburg UMC or would 
like to know more about our church, we invite you 
to attend.  We enjoy beverages and cookies pre-
pared by our Membership & Involvement team, get 
to know one another, and take a look at the pas-
tor’s handbook on the ministry and mission of Wil-
liamsburg UMC.  To make your reservation for Cof-
fee with the Pastors, please fill out one of the blue 
invitation cards in the pew racks and drop it in 
the offering plate or contact the church office. 

Senior Pastor’s Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
for January 

 

Beginning on January 4 we will continue our study on Why Be Christian.  In particular 
we will look at why other faiths matter and how we hand on the Christian faith to others. 
When that study is concluded we will begin a new study on biblical perspectives on relig-
ion and health.  We will explore the healing stories in Luke and their meaning 
for today and what the Bible says about divine healing.  Our Bible study 
meets every Wednesday from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
Everyone in the congregation and community is welcome. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
January 2011 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, January 3, at 9:45 a.m., in Room 309, followed 
by lunch at a local restaurant.  Carolyn Munroe will present a program on her trip to Brugge, Bel-

gium and the history of lace. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, January 3, at 1:30 p.m., Chambrel Activities Room.  Youth director, 
Todd Query, will be our speaker. 

 

Susannah Wesley Circle – Wednesday, January 4, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309. 
 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, January 9, 9:30 a.m. in the church den.  Please note change in meeting date 
and location. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, January 9, 10:30 a.m. in Room 309. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, January 9,  at 10:30 a.m. in the Ballroom of Windsor Hall.  Travis Nowlin 
will speak about his mission trip in 2011 and the next one, Spring 2012. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, January 10, at 1:00 p.m. in the church choir loft.  Tom Marshall will give a 
program about the new church organ. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Will meet Tuesday, January 10, at 7:00 p.m. in the Fitness Center of the Williams-
burg Landing for an evening of Zumba.  Dress comfortably (tennis shoes preferred) and LET’S DANCE THE 
NIGHT AWAY!  A short meeting will also be held to discuss our future meetings for 2012.  Zumba is a 
fun way of exercising, and our own Terry Walls will be the instructor.  A fun filled evening will be 
had by all. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle  – Tuesday, January 17, 10:30 a.m. on the main level of the   
Williamsburg Landing Building in the room next to the kitchen.  Meetings will be held in this room 
until repairs are completed on the second floor. 
 

Important Date(s) to Remember 
Local UMW Board meeting – Monday, January 23, 7:00 p.m., Room 309. 

Shawl Ministry 

Meeting 
 

January 23, 2:00 p.m. in the Atrium 
 

Join our happy group!  Bring yarn and needles; we 
have patterns or you may use your own.  Everyone 

is welcome!  For further information, please call  
Denise Hinders (221-0907). 

Wesley Foundation  

Pancake Dinner 
The Gazebo restaurant, 409 Bypass Rd. 

Monday, January 30, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
 

Tickets are $7 in advance, $10 at the door, and $5 
for kids 10 & under.  All proceeds go to support the 
students’ spring 2012 mission trip to Israel/
Palestine.  Come eat some delicious pancakes and 

support our college students in 
mission!  Look for Wesley 
Board members selling tickets 
at church during the next few 
weeks. 



 

ReNEW Youth Ministry in january! 
 

Happy New Year from Rev. Todd Query and reNEW Youth Ministry! 
 

There’s always so much to say...and so little room to say it!  I need to begin by saying, out loud, what a 
privilege it has been for me to serve as Youth Minister at Williamsburg UMC through 2011!  We had a great 
spring, three fantastic summer mission-trip experiences, and bid a fond “farewell” to another group of high 
school graduates even as we welcomed a new, albeit small, class of 6th graders.  I hope you know just 
what an amazing, talented, passionate, servant-hearted youth we have at WUMC.  And it’s my 
pleasure to serve them—and this church! 

Space constraints prevent me from going into too much detail here, but we’re soon to flip the 
proverbial switch into high gear.  Mid-December brought announcements of our BIG 2012 
Youth Missions plan, and fundraising will take a high priority as those trips draw closer and 
closer.  The process will begin on January 8 when we begin receiving orders for our 2012 
Super Bowl Chili Sale.  We’ll continue to offer two recipes: Signature Meat & Bean and   
Savory Lentil Vegetarian.  Still only $10/quart (that’s four 8-oz servings).   

Oh, and as for that 2012 Youth Missions plan I mentioned... 

I’m pleased to announce that reNEW Youth Ministry will be part of Jeremiah Project’s pilot program 
of urban-focused ministry based from Bon Air UMC in Richmond!  During the last week of June (24-30), 
middle-school JP Campers including those from WUMC will work with established ministries and agencies that 
serve the homeless and impoverished population of Richmond.  Registration packets will be available in  
January. 

The high school group has been researching options for international missions 
for the past several years, but scheduling and other conflicts have prevented us from 
taking the plunge...until now.  We’re excited to announce that we’re planning a two-
week trip to Old Mutare, Zimbabwe, where we’ll represent WUMC and the USA 
as we work and live at Africa University, an international United Methodist         
institution, and also minister and in Old Mutare outside of campus.  Lots of planning has already been done, 
but much more needs to be completed (and confirmed) in quick order!  Watch for many opportunities to 
learn more about—and support—this once-in-a-lifetime ministry opportunity!   

reNEW’s Wide Open Wednesday programs are scheduled to begin the New Year on January 4, and 
Youth Group on January 8.  We’re working on confirming dates for activities like bowling, ice-skating and 
hockey-game outings, so stay tuned for more!  Learn more about reNEW Youth Ministry through our Face-
book Page or by subscribing to the reNEWsletter. Links to both can be found under College and Youth 
on the WUMC website.  Blessings to you for a happy and prosperous 2012! 
 

reNEW Youth Ministry:  
 

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

New Wednesday Morning Bible Study:   

“The Heart of Christianity” 
Join the Rev. Marvin Willard as he leads a study of the book, “The Heart of Christianity,” by Marcus 

Borg.  How can we live as passionate Christian believers in today’s world?  Join us beginning January 11 at 
9:30 am in room 352 for lively discussion and fellowship.  Contact Cindy Banek to register, 229-1771.  



 

The following church members have been elected to serve on the church Finance Com-
mittee for the calendar/fiscal year 2012:  Bob Evans, Chair; Russ Cowell, Treasurer; Bob Cor-
rie, Associate Treasurer; Phil Mouser, Council Chair; Bill Hill, Trustees; Al Gunner, Lay Leader; 
Dick Bennett, SPRC Chair; and At Large members Roxie White, Lee Barnes, Ben Hill, Dale 
McHenry, Bill Chatfield, Rita Welty, Allen Elkins, Norb Smith, Ken Hook, Art Grant, Linda 
Hansell and David Lee.  Joe Meadows, Church Business Administrator, serves w/o vote. 

If you have any concerns or questions regarding the financial affairs of Williamsburg 
United Methodist Church please feel free to bring them to the attention of any of the Finance 
Committee members listed above.  The Finance Committee normally meets on the 3rd Tues-
day of each month.  Meetings will start at 7:00 pm and anyone is welcome to attend. 

It will be the goal of the Committee to make WUMC financial affairs as transparent as 
possible.  To that end, there will be an article in each issue of the Messenger concerning 
some aspect of church finances.  Next month there will be an article explaining the 2012 
church budget. 

 Bob Evans, Chair 

Finance Committee 

Silver Saints  
Luncheon 

 

Our monthly Silver Saints luncheon group will 
meet on Wednesday, January  11 at 12:00 noon in 
the Fellowship Hall.  This group is open to any one 
age 50 plus, and we enthusiastically welcome all 
new members!   We only ask that you bring a small 
donation for the chicken (provided) and a side dish 
or dessert to share with the group.  Watch the Sun-

day bulletin for information 
about our program.  We look 
forward to seeing you!   

For information about our 
Silver Saints group, contact 
Cindy Banek at 229-1771. 

Hands of Hope 
 
 

Hands of Hope is a new mid-week, service-
oriented mission program for children in Kindergar-
ten through 5th grades.  Our program’s goal is for 
children to learn about and share God’s love 
through actively serving people in our commu-
nity.  Our aim is to make missions and service to 
others an everyday and lifelong activity for chil-
dren.  This program will meet on Thursday evenings 
to coincide with the children’s choir rehearsals.  Our 
first meeting is scheduled for January 12 at 5:00 pm 
for grades 3 – 5 and 6:00 p.m. for grades K – 2 in 
room 207.   

Questions, contact Cindy Banek, 229-1771. 



 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC 
SCHOOL NEWS 

Registration for Spring Classes 
 

Early Childhood 
Music School spring 
classes for children 
ages 2 months through 
6 years will begin the 
week of January 9, 
2012.  Morning and 
evening class times are 
offered, but spaces are 
limited.  The school nurtures children’s natural 
musical instincts while encouraging creativity, mo-
tor development, and literacy through singing, 
movement, listening, and playing instruments.  
Childcare at a nominal fee will be offered for sib-
lings of Thursday morning infants.  For informa-
tion contact Cindy Freeman, Director, (757-229-
1771 x108 or cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org). 

THANKS TO ALL MEMBERS OF OUR 

MUSIC MINISTRIES 
With the Advent-Christmas season behind us, we want to take this opportunity to thank 

each and every member of our Music Ministries for their hard work and dedication in partici-
pating in our many special worship and music activities from the first Sunday of Advent to 
the annual Messiah to the Christmas Handbell Concert to the Advent Blessings – and much 
more! With more than 250 active members of our music ministries, it requires a tremendous 
amount of coordination, commitment, scheduling, patience, laughter, concentration and 
hard work to make everything happen with good and happy results. Tom and Cindy and I 
thank all of you from the bottom of our hearts for your dedication.  We are deeply indebted 
to each and every one of you for your grateful and selfless contributions.  
 

Happy New Year! 
 

Richard, Tom, and Cindy 

From the Minister  
of Congregational Care 

 

Mike Meloy, Minister of Congregational Care 
 

The Congregational Care and the Communica-
tions Committees are working together to provide 
stronger contact with our membership.  We once 
had a cassette tape ministry that gave those unable 
to worship regularly with us a means to hear the 
worship services at home.  Unfortunately, the 
equipment that enabled us to produce these tapes 
became inoperative.  To remedy the situation, we 
have now purchased newer equipment capable of 
reproducing CD’s of our Sunday worship.  Those 
who would like to have a CD copy of our services 
should contact either the church office or Mike 
Meloy.  Our thanks to both of these committees and 
to their leadership, Charlotte McCarter 
(Congregational Care) and Dave Lee 
(Communications).  We look forward to serving 
more of our membership through these communica-
tions. 

mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who have passed away during 
the month of December: 

Mary Caccetta, client of Respite Care 

Second Annual Sweetheart Banquet 
. . . presented by the Early Childhood Music School board and faculty.   
This year’s candlelit, catered event will feature the Big Band sounds of  

DOG Street Jazz Kings! 
 

No sweetheart?  No problem. 
Groups are welcome, too. 

 

When:  Friday, February 10 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 

Where:  Fellowship Hall 
 

Cost:  $28 per person 
Childcare available for $5 per child  

(includes pizza) 
 

Reservations:  Donna Herman, 291-9082 

Jazz Vespers 
Black History Month - “When the Saints Go Marching In” 

January 29, 6:30 p.m. at WUMC 
 

The Music Ministries of Williamsburg UMC presents its 2nd Annual Jazz Vespers 
worship service featuring the WUMC adult choirs, soloists, and the Harris Simon 
Trio. The service music will pay tribute to the many hymns and songs from UM 

hymnals that represent the history and spirit of the African American music  
tradition. Hymns will be arranged and sung in a jazz style and include such  

well-known favorites as “Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit, ”Lift Every Voice and Sing,” 
“I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me,” “Soon and Very Soon,” “Keep Your Lamps” 

by André Thomas, “Come Sunday” by Duke Ellington. Tom Marshall will accompany 
the choirs on “When the Saints Go Marching In” arranged by John Rutter.   

Questions? Contact Richard Sowers, Director of Music Ministries  
(229-1771, ext. 107) 



 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 

printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spelling 
and content.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 

lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

United Methodist Day 
At The  

General Assembly 
 

FEBRUARY 2 
 

Attend United Methodist Day at the General As-
sembly in Richmond on Thursday, February 2, to 
encourage our General Assembly leaders, to support 
policies that are just and in accordance with United 
Methodist Social Principles. 

You may register on line at the Virginia Confer-
ence website http://vaumw.org/news-and-events/
um-day-at-general, or complete a form available at 
the United Methodist Women’s bulletin board.  Pre-
registration cost is $20.00, deadline Friday, January 

20.  Thereafter cost 
is $30.00.   

Transportat ion 
from the church will 
be provided if you 
notify Betty Swiggett, 
phone 565-1742. 

Shepherd’s Fold 
 

Shepherd's Fold Ministry will deliver 25 wrapped 
shoeboxes filled with modest gifts to members who 
are no longer able to attend worship.  The intent is 
to include one little gift to unwrap each day of Lent.  
Each shoebox contains the items listed below.  If 
you would like to make a contribution, place items 
in the bin marked "Shoebox Gifts" by January 31.  
All items should be unopened and unused.   

Questions?  Contact Vikki DiToto (903-4976) or 
Vikkilynn@cox.net. 

 

Two each of the following:  combs, 
pencils, ink pens, Chapsticks, small note 
pads or post-its. 
 

Travel sizes of the following:  sham-
poo, hair conditioner, soap, deodorant, 
bath powder, toothpaste, mouthwash, 
hand lotion, pack of Band-Aids, Woolite 
pack. 
 

One each of the following:  nail file, 
book mark, toothbrush, washcloth, small 
Easter-related trinket or stuffed animal, 
package of greeting or note cards, scotch 
tape. 

 $’s  % of  Budget 

 Actual Budget Actual Target 

 (11/30/11) (Annual)   

Income 1,460,143 1,682,055 86.8% 91.7% 

Expenditures 1,506,447 1,682,068 89.6% 91.7% 

(Deficit)/Surplus (46,304) (13)   

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
http://vaumw.org/news-and-events/um-day-at-general
http://vaumw.org/news-and-events/um-day-at-general
mailto:Vikkilynn@cox.net


 

“Happy New You!”  No, that’s not a typo. Rather our hope for your experience when 
you visit our church library and discover the wealth of resources available to inspire, 
enrich and edify you.  New arrivals include four in the “Armchair Theologian” se-
ries:  Bonhoeffer, Calvin, Luther, and Martin Luther King, Jr.  These small, 
readable books, written by experts but designed for the novice,  provide accurate, 
concise and witty overviews of some of the most profound Christian theologians in his-
tory and come highly recommended by Bill Jones.  In addition,  our thanks to Jeanne 
Forrest and Marvin Willard for their thoughtful donations among them:   What’s In The 
Bible Study Series, The Handbook of World’s Living Religions, and a beautiful art book, Scenes from 
the Bible by Gustave Dore’ with 93 excerpts from the Old Testament, 81 from the New and 10 from the 
Apocrypha. 

There are new arrivals for the children as well.  Happiness will surely be the order of the day when they 
meet Nico & Lola, discover Where the Sunrise Begins, meet The Artist Who Painted A Blue Horse 
and cavort with a community of church mice in a delightful new chapter book, Bless This Mouse. 
  

Resolve to read more in the new year.   

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.”  – Richard Steele   

Library News 

From the trustee’s Corner . . . 
 

Eagle Scout Project 

The Trustees have approved Andrew Kersey’s Eagle Scout project.  Andrew will install a brick walk-
way from the Wesley Foundation steps connecting our main front lawn sidewalk leading to the sanctu-
ary entrance.  The connection will be approximately 25 feet in length and 61 inches wide.  It will 
match the brickwork of the Foundation steps.  Necessary approvals and permits must be obtained from 
the City of Williamsburg before the project can begin. 

 

Parking Lot Repairs 

We have authorized the badly needed parking lot repairs.  The work will be completed in two 
phases.  First, large cracks and pot holes will be filled before year end.  The sealing and striping will be 
contracted in the spring of 2012, as temperatures become warmer. The projected cost of these repairs 
will be $10,000 and will be funded from the Trustee budget. 
 

Heating & Air Conditioning 

The Trustees have approved updating the heating and air conditioning controls in the old Educa-
tional Wing, if funding can be arranged.  The results from this work will vastly improve accurate 
monitoring and regulating proper temperatures in our Chapel, Den, Parlor, Sanctuary, Wesley Hall, 
and the Educational Building.  The cost of this project will be approximately $50,000, and will provide a 
significant savings in our utility bills.  We are now in study to arrange for a four-to-five-year payment 
plan, with monthly or annual payments being made from our own Trustee budget.  We will soon make 
a presentation to the Finance Committee for its approval. 

We will keep you posted on our progress. 
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Methodism in Williamsburg 

1785 

Far more than most early Virginia communities, 
the colonial capital was a Church of Eng-
land/Episcopal town, and its church, Bruton Parish, 
a dominant force.   

Williamsburg was one of more than thirty Meth-
odist “societies” served by one pastor, Rev. 
Jeremiah Mastin. 

1791 

The first appearance of a Methodist congrega-
tion (“class-meeting”) per se in Williamsburg. 

Stay tuned for more of the story of Methodism in Williamsburg! 

1796 

One of the two circuit-riders 
on the Williamsburg Circuit was 
William McKendree.  Later in 
1808, he would be elected 
Bishop. 

A new Mini-series about the History of our 
Church and Methodism in Williamsburg 

 

. . . Continued from October 2011 


